
 
 

Chairwoman Representative Horn, Chairwoman Senator Osten and esteemed members of the 

committee, my name is Robert Glaspy. I am the Director of External Affairs for the Connecticut 

Association of Paramedics and EMTs. We would like to thank you for the opportunity to testify 

in support of HB 5176 and HB 5173.  

 

HB 5176 An Act Concerning A Study Of The Powers, Duties, Benefits And Classification 

Of First Responders.  

This bill will seemingly recognize the need to and help standardize the definition or term of “first 

responder”. In this day and age when we are facing a novel pandemic it is important to take 

inventory of our civil services to shore up our efforts to bolster community services. It is our 

hope that this study will provide a standardized definition of “first responder” and an insight to 

EMS and other civil services throughout the state. This standardization and understanding of 

what a “first responder” is and does should help our state’s legislators and administrators come 

to decisions that will facilitate a whole host of actions that will strengthen the efforts of police, 

fire, EMS and dispatchers as we provide essential services to the residents of this fine state. 

 

HB 5173 An Act Allowing A Personal Income Tax Deduction For Stipends Paid To 

Volunteer Firefighters And Volunteer Ambulance Members.  

It is our hope that the passing of HB 5173 will ease the financial sacrifice that many of our 

volunteer ambulance members face on a day-to-day basis. While this is a sacrifice that is well 

worth the burden in a charitable sense, it doesn’t pay the bills. In today’s challenging economy 

this is a step in a direction that will hopefully aid in recruitment and retention of one of the most 

under-recognized and under-appreciated groups of the civil services in our fine state.  

 

Thank you for your time and attention in these matters and we look forward to being a continued 

resource in EMS matters. 
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